
Appendix 3 Time Period Type List  
 
Category Subcategory Examples Includes These 

Concepts  
Groups of people Existence • La Tene culture 

• Standard Oil in 
existence 

• British East India 
Tea Company  

• Jesuit Order 
• United Nations 
• Progressive 

political party 

(Existence of) People, 
culture, civilization, 
state, kingdom, 
province, municipality, 
organization, company, 
church, school  

Groups of people Stages of development • Pax Romana 
• Early Minoan 

period 
• New Kingdom of 

Egypt 
• Golden age of 

Gupta empire 
• AT&T broken up 

into regional 
phone companies 

Height, decline, fall 

Groups of people Population or territory 
changes 

• Settlement of 
Slovene territory 
by Celtic Tene 
culture 

• Black Death in 
Europe 

• Louisiana 
Purchase 

• Reunion of Tibet 
• Irish potato famine 

Immigration, migration, 
settlement, 
colonization, 
annexation, 
assimilation, expulsion 

Groups of people Period of control • Shang dynasty in 
China 

• Commune in 
France 

• Communist 
system in USSR 

• Rule of Mansa 
Musa in Mali 

• Hyksos control of 
Egypt 

• Warring States 
period in China 

• Earl Warren as 
Chief Justice of 
the United States 

Reign, rule, dynasty, 
term (of office), 
occupation 



Category Subcategory Examples Includes These 
Concepts  

Groups of people Period of conflict • Time of Troubles 
in Russia 

• Thirty Years War 
in Europe 

• Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising 

• Haymarket riots in 
Chicago 

• Intifada 
• Great Schism 

War, battle, campaign, 
uprising, insurrection, 
rebellion, revolt, 
massacre, persecution 

Groups of people Periods of (non-aggressive) 
relations between groups 

• NATO alliance 
• Era of Good 

Feelings 
• Common Market 

Alliance, partnership, 
coalition, detente 
 

Groups of people Decisions and policies • Spanish 
Inquisition 

• Prohibition 
• New Deal 

Law, act, policy, edict, 
decree 

Groups of people Economic fluctuations • Great Depression 
• South Sea Bubble 

Depression, panic, 
recession, bubble, 
prosperity 

Groups of people Activities and products • Model T produced 
• NASA Gemini 

program 
• Human sacrifices 

in Aztec culture 

Production, program  

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Political movements • Women’s suffrage 
movement in 
United States 

• Federalism in 
United States 

Periods defined by 
thinking regarding 
government and 
interactions between 
states 

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Economic movements Decline of guild system in 
Europe 

Periods defined by 
means of production 
and exchange 

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Intellectual movements Enlightenment Periods defined by 
ways of thinking 

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Social movements • Civil rights 
movement in 
United States 

• Women’s 
liberation 
movement 

Periods defined by 
thinking regarding 
groups of people and 
their placement within 
societies 

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Cultural movements • Classical era in 
music 

• Sentimentalism in 
literature 

• Renaissance in 
Italy 

Fine arts, music, 
literature, film, 
architecture, fads and 
fashion 



Category Subcategory Examples Includes These 
Concepts  

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Evolution of languages • Old English 
• Middle High 

German 
• Great Vowel Shift 
• Cuneiform 

becomes common 
language of West 
Asia 

Periods defined by use 
of language 

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Religious movements • Reformation 
• Great Awakening 

(revival movement 
in colonial 
America)  

Periods defined by 
types of religious 
thinking (beyond 
internal workings of 
specific churches)  

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Scientific and technical 
movements 

Industrial Revolution Periods defined by 
technical advancement 
or scientific theory 

Trends in thought and 
expression 

Spirit of the times (zeitgeist) • Gilded Age 
• Roaring Twenties 

 

Periods that reflect 
perceived overall 
sentiment or attitude  

Natural events Geological Mesozoic Era 
 

Volcanic eruptions, 
earthquakes, plate shift 

Natural events Climate Pleistocene Ice Age Ice ages, storms 
Natural events Astronomy Big Bang Meteor shower, eclipse, 

comet  
Natural events Biological • Black Death 

• Cambrian 
Explosion 

• Cro-Magnon man 
• Plants evolve 

seeds 

Epidemic, outbreak, 
evolution of species, 
evolution of traits 

Acts of creation or 
discovery 

Exploration and journeys • Phoenicians 
circumnavigate 
Africa 

• Moon landing 

Events regarding 
discovery of previously 
unknown lands or 
peoples 

Acts of creation or 
discovery 

Discoveries, inventions, and 
investigations 

• Camels 
domesticated 

• First Roman coins 
• Tuskegee syphilis 

experiment 
 

Studies, experiments, 
inventions, discoveries 

Acts of creation or 
discovery 

Creation of single works 
and dissemination of ideas 

• Enuma Elish 
schematized on 
cuneiform tablets 

• Mona Lisa painted 
• Buffy the Vampire 

Slayer on 
television 

Publications, works of 
art 



Category Subcategory Examples Includes These 
Concepts  

Acts of creation or 
discovery 

Performances, 
demonstrations, and public 
speech 

• Fisk University 
Singers Jubilee 
Tour 

• FDR fireside chats 
on radio 

• March on 
Washington 

• Urinetown runs on 
Broadway 

 

Lectures, concerts, 
broadcasts, exhibitions, 
fairs, protests, marches, 
talks, seminars, 
readings 

Biography  Lifespan Marcus Aurelius, 121-180 Period defined by the 
time a person lived 

Biography Stages of development • Beethoven 
becomes deaf 

• Picasso’s blue 
period 

External 
characterizations of 
periods in a subject’s 
life; periods defined by 
a subject’s passive 
participation 

Biography Activities and relationships • Henry VIII 
marriage to Anne 
Boleyn 

• Italian Jesuit priest 
Desideri studies 
and teaches in 
Lhasa 

• Einstein employed 
in patent office 

Periods defined by the 
subject’s active 
participation 

Cycles and intervals Weather patterns • El Nino 
• Monsoon season 
• Winter 

Seasons 

Cycles and intervals Planetary cycles • Full moon 
• Halley’s comet 
• Northern Lights 

Lunar cycle, comet 
cycles, planetary orbits, 
rotation of galaxies 

Cycles and intervals Calendar divisions • January 
• Tuesday 

Months, weeks, years, 
calendars 

Cycles and intervals Human-organized periods 
and  events 

• Baseball season 
• Academy Awards 
• Ramadan 
• My birthday 
• Tax time 

Holidays 

Cycles and intervals Life and chemical cycles • Mouse gestation 
period 

• Half-life of 
carbon-14 

Standard cycles that 
occur in the lifespan of 
a species or substance 

 
 


